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whom the world has ever seen, is among the most
priceless treasures in the National Collection.

The paintings of Leonardo da Vinci are extremely
scarce and there are only about twelve pictures which
can be considered authentic and several bundles of
drawings. The reason for this rarity is twofold. Leon-
ardo lived at a time in which the political position in
Italy was uncertain owing to continued wars with
France, and Lombardy was subject to frequent inva-
sions by the French army; the artist, therefore, in those
disturbed years, was unable to enjoy such long periods
of unbroken concentration as would have been possible
in times of peace. Leonardo, moreover, was a man of
science and his mind was unusually inquisitive. He
made continual experiments with his paints and often
left his pictures either unfinished or in such a deli-
cate condition that they perished in the course of
time.

As a man Leonardo was as remarkable as he was
an artist. He was a brilliant geologist, chemist, musi-
cian and engineer, and in his drawings of flying
machines he anticipated much that is essential to
modern aviation. Apart from his meditations upon the
possibilities of air travel he invented musical instru-
ments, evolved a system of writing through the looking-
glass and even embarked upon the more urgent task
of reconstructing the system of irrigation in the plains
of Lombardy. His reflections upon the laws of physical
science were audacious and profound and anticipated
those of Bacon and Galileo.

Leonardo's combined genius in science and in the
arts was of dual importance to his patron, Cesare
Borgia, in Milan, for not only was Leonardo the engineer
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